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Synopsis

The New York Times bestseller, now in paperback. America’s most visible sports commentator
recounts some of the most dramatic moments in American sports and pays tribute to the man who
inspired him-his beloved father As vivid as an instant replay, Always by My Side gives readers an
insider’s look into an unprecedented sixty-three- day stretch from February through April of 2007,
when Jim Nantz became the first broadcaster to call the Super Bowl, the Final Four, and the
Masters. Though Nantz was unable to share the voyage with his dad, the devoted son felt his
father's presence every step of the way, and used this championship odyssey to celebrate the
people, venues, and moments that tapped into all the goodness that his dad-and his dad’s
generation- represent. In recounting the highlights of more than two thrilling decades with CBS
Sports, Nantz recalls legendary voices of his youth-such as Jim McKay, Chris Schenkel, Pat
Summerall, Jack Whitaker, and Dick Enberg-who sparked his imagination and shaped his style.
Always by My Side traces Nantz’s life and career, and along the way readers are treated to an array
of memories, including Nantz’s special relationship with former president George H. W. Bush and
his friendships with such sports royalty as Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods, Phil
Mickelson, Peyton Manning, Tony Dungy, Tom Brady, Bill Belichick, Mike Krzyzewski, John
Wooden, and many others. Always by My Side turns every day into Father's Day.
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Customer Reviews

Sitting down watching the Master’s over the past few years, we have noticed little change in the way
Jim Nantz has called the action from the tower over the 18th green. The steady, calm voice would
tell the story unfolding for the audience. Ever steady, his voice made you confident that that you
were indeed watching a special event. However, things were not really so steady in his life as he
has had to grapple with personal tragedy in his life, but who outside of a small circle of people
knew.This year, | was not watching the final round of the Masters. Instead, | was sitting on an
airplane headed for Los Angeles. But | could still here Jim’s voice in my head as | read his new
book, Always By My Side: A Father’'s Grace and a Sports Journey Unlike Any Other (Jim Nantz with
Eli Spielmen,Gotham Books, May 2008, 273 pages, ISBN-10: 1592403611,
ISBN-13:978-1592403615). To me, the measure of a good book is not the words that are printed on
the page, but the pictures they paint and the emotions they evoke. And as | finished the book, | sat
there crying as | thought of the relationship | did not have with my now-deceased father and as |
thought of my own mother battling dementia in a nursing home.You see, Jim’s book is a not a
typical sports memoir. It is a story of deep love and respect for his father, and the pain of not being
able to be with him as Alzheimer’'s disease stole the father Jim loved so much. It is the story about
not being able to celebrate the high point of a career with the man you know guided and nurtured
you to that point.You will notice that | refer to the author of this book by his first name. This is
because | first met him when he was starting out on CBS Sports Golf Coverage and was surprised

by how he treated everyone with open arms and kindness.
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